by posterior spinal fusion and Harrington instrumentation rather than the extensive anterior Dwyer type of operation which often is unnecessary.
This book is full of good practical advice based on careful assessment and extensive personal experience. I would recommend it without hesitation to all orthopaedic surgeons and all those concerned with the management of the cerebral palsied child. GEORGE In the underdeveloped countries, the main problems are those of organizing adequate supplies of insulin to those dying of untreated diabetes, and then of arranging the maintenance treatment to sustain life. In the West, these difficulties have long been overcome: here the challenge is to overcome the complications involving the eyes, the heart, the nervous system and the kidneys that occur after long-term survival with diabetes. In the United Kingdom, for example, diabetes is now the commonest cause of blindness in middle age. This report by the WHO Expert Committee sets out clearly and succintly the present state of our knowledge and makes recommendations applicable to all countries, such as the establishment of centres for the health care of diabetics. The booklet can be obtained from the WHO and is well worth reading as a statement of how we stand in our understanding of diabetes and its care in the modern world.
ARNOLD BLOOM

Chairman. British Diabetic Association
Scott-Brown's Diseases of the Ear, Nose and Throat, vol 1: Basic Sciences. 4th edn John Ballantyne & John Groves (ed) pp 783 £150 for 4 vols London: Butterworths 1979 As the editors state in their introduction, the steady growth in the scientific foundations upon which an increasing amount of our practice is built has resulted in a considerably enlarged 'Basic Sciences', This is almost an understatement as the number of contributors has increased from 8 to 24 and the number of chapters from 11 to 20. Most of the 'old' chapters have been updated and the new ones include valuable contributions on aerospace and underwater medicine as they affect the ears and sinuses. The chapter on radiology now includes a simple description of computerized axial tomography. The other new chapters, each by a specialist in his own field, have for the most part pitched the amount of information at about the right level for the general otolaryngologist. The chapter on bacteriology includes a list of the more commonly used antibacterial agents with their toxicities and side effects; that on allergy underlines the explosion of knowledge on this subject and offers an introduction to its understanding; that on radiotherapy includes comment on hyperbaric oxygen and, like that on chemotherapy, stresses combination treatment.
Principles of cancer immunology, haematology and anaesthesia as they relate to otolaryngology are all included, producing a work which will remain the definitive volume both for the examination candidate and the practicing otolaryngologist who wishes to keep abreast of current advances in basic knowledge.
H W H SHEPPERD
Consultant ENT Surgeon Royal Victoria Hospital. Belfast
Sourcebook on Asbestos Diseases: Medical, Legal and Engineering Aspects G A Peters & B J Peters pp 450 $46 New York: Garland STPM Press 1980 This book is written by two lawyers of the law firm Peters and Peters of Los Angeles, California. George Peters is also a professional engineer and a licensed psychologist. It gives a factual account of the types of asbestos, its applications and the medical and legal aspects. It appears to be directed towards United States physicians, engineers or lawyers acting either for the claimant or defendant in compensation cases or other legal actions concerning the effects of asbestos exposure.
The medical section is largely concerned with definition of terms which may be unfamiliar to a layman, It is interesting that, following Selikoff, it notes that asbestosis has recently been differentiated as being either pleural or parenchymal. The least familiar and most informative material is found in the chapters devoted to the legal aspects. Lists ofasbestos trade associations, producers and processors are a feature, also including an extensive catalogue of trade names of asbestos-containing products, It is not possible to judge the completeness of these lists, but it is notable that only one company in the United Kingdom is included, and that under a name that was changed some years ago, There is a most extensive chronological bibliography, a further list of selected references under specific titles such as general information, medical or engineering, and an alphabetical
